THE    GREAT    TUDORS
the rule of the Admiralty. With more guns, you could stand
off and smash the enemy without harm to yourself; and less
men meant less stores. Food was the great problem in
those days of scurvy, and it was partly the lack of food
among the English that saved the Armada from complete
destruction. Food could not be kept save when it was
salted; and salt meat is not healthy. The Armada would
have been completely destroyed but for this fact. Elizabeth,
with the optimism of fear, refused to believe that Philip
would dare to fight; she had been niggardly with stores.
It was impossible, for financial and political reasons, to lay
up quantities of food at great cost, when it might be left
merely to decay, therefore the English, in the hour of need,
were badly short of rations and also of powder.
Besides, by having checked corruption and by having
built better and swifter ships, Hawkins also helped to defeat
Spain in the decisive and glorious battle by personal fighting.
Howard was Admiral, Drake Vice-admiral, and Hawkins
Rear-admiral, but his noblest part was in creating a sea-
worthy fleet. In the actual battle there was no individual
exploit that can be mentioned, he did his duty as many
another seaman did. Neither he nor any of the others dis-
tinguished themselves, for they were all equally as brave and
as adroit. But on Friday, July 26, during a lull in the battle,
Howard summoned six men, including Hawkins, aboard his
flagship, and the old sailor knelt on his admiral's deck to
arise Sir John Hawkins. He was fifty-six at the time and
had waited long for recognition. Rarely has man better
deserved the honour of knighthood, given for merit and in
the hour of danger. It was not a bought title, nor a reward
for bribery, it was an honour given by an admiral to one of
his bravest and most loyal captains.
After the battle, after the great winds had helped to break
up the mighty Armada, there came the horrors of starvation.
Boat-loads of English seamen were rowed ashore dying of
hunger and wounds. Hawkins had to see that these men
were paid, for he was Treasurer of the Navy. He was un-
fortunately a treasurer with no money. Desperate letters to
Burghley, footnoted by Howard, only brought angry
responses. The Queen was hampered by considerations of
finance and politics, and could not spare money even for the
men who had saved England. Hawkins answered Burghley
sadly :
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